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The Victorian era was a period of great technological and social change.
The Industrial revolution meant machines could now do the work of
people much faster. Many people moved to towns and cities to work in
factories because there were fewer jobs in agriculture (farming). This,
and a huge population boom, resulted in very overcrowded cities and
large areas of slum housing. Many children had to work in factories
instead of attending school. Only wealthy children usually had access to
good education.

The Education and welfare acts of the Victorian era resulted in the
formation of new free schools, Princess Frederica being one of many to
open in the local area. We can see directly what daily life was like for a
Victorian child through the school’s original log book. This documents
everything from attendance to the punishments handed out to the
children!
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school log book

A book, like a diary,
usually kept by the
Head Teacher which
includes daily life at the
school.
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